
Reminder... 
To report a forest fire 
Use the toll-free number, valid throughout Quebec. 
The public can also report a fire by contacting an 
intermediary such as 911. 

SOPFEU offers various information and communi-
cation tools via its website, through the free 
SOPFEU app for smartphones as well as via social 
media. 

Visit mrcvg.qc.ca or mrcpontiac.qc.ca to learn 
more about the fire safety cover plan. With a simple 
click, you can read the regulations in effect in the 
unorganized territories of these two MRCs. 

La Société de protection 
des forêts contre le feu 

176, route 105 
Messines (Quebec) J0X 2J0 

819 449-4271 
courrier@sopfeu.qc.ca 

MRC 
La Vallée-de-la-Gatineau 

7, rue de la Polyvalente 
Gracefield (Quebec) J0X 1W0 

819 463-3241 
info@mrcvg.qc.ca 

For information on forest fires 

To consult the MRC regulations 

To communicate with us 

MRC 
Pontiac 

602, route 301 
Campbell’s Bay (Quebec) J0X 1K0 

819 648-5689 
mrc@mrcpontiac.qc.ca 

 

A special collaboration between the Pontiac MRC, 
the Vallée-de-la-Gatineau MRC and the Société de 
protection des forêts contre le feu 
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Fire safety 

Avoid the worst !Avoid the worst !  



Following reforms proposed by the Minister of  Public Safety, 
the Pontiac and Vallée-de-la-
Gatineau MRCs adopted a fire safety 
cover plan. 

To help taxpayers and unorganized 
territory (TNO) users better unders-

tand the various regulations adopted, these MRCs, with the par-
ticipation of  the Société de protection des forêts contre le feu 
(SOPFEU), developed a user’s guide. 
This guide provides tips on how to 
prevent fire hazards by adopting sa-
fer lifestyle habits. 

Please be aware that emergency ser-
vices in the TNO are not as readily 
accessible as those in municipalities. Consequently, increased sa-

fety measures need to be applied so 
as to not require an emergency res-
cue that is not always available 
through local fire departments. 

Enjoy! 

You use the TNOs in the Pontiac MRC 
and Vallée-de-la-Gatineau MRC? 

Take a few minutes to read this guide 
and minimize your risk of fire 

Carbon monoxide is a toxic gas that af-
fects more than a thousand households 
each year, causing approximately 100 
deaths. It is caused by poorly maintained, 
misused or malfunctioning combustion 
appliances. Appliances or accessories 
fueled with propane, oil, wood, natural 
gas, gasoline, ethanol, coal, diesel or 
naphtha can produce carbon monoxide. It is a gas that is colorless and 
odorless and the only way to detect it is with a carbon monoxide detector. 
Here are some safety precautions: 

Install a detector near bedrooms to ensure you hear the alarm while you 
sleep. 

The detector must not be installed within 5 feet of heating or cooking 
appliances. 

The detector must not be installed near a chimney, flue, vent, fan, door, 
window or any ventilation opening. 

The detector must not be subjected to temperatures under 4.4 degrees 
Celsius (40 F) or higher than 37.8 degrees Celsius (100 F). 

It is strongly recommended not to leave the detector in a building that is 
not heated to avoid damaging the unit. 

Carbon monoxide detectors have a limited lifetime and may no longer 
function properly in the presence of gas if the unit is too old. Most detec-
tors have a five-year warranty and a manufacturer’s suggested replacement 
date of seven years after installation. For your safety, respect the replace-

ment dates of the 
unit. 

Carbon monoxide 



Each residence, dwelling or sleeping room must have at least one functional 
smoke alarm per floor. This device can save your life and the lives of your 
loved-ones.  

Replace the battery periodically or if pos-
sible, use a long-life battery such as a lithium 
battery.  

Replace the smoke alarm according to the 
manufacturer's recommendations, usually 
every ten years. The date of manufacture or 
expiration is indicated on the unit. If there is 
no such date, do not take any risk, im-
mediately replace the device.  

Make sure that all occupants can hear the 
smoke alarm when they are asleep. Otherwise, install a smoke alarm in the 
room of those who cannot hear it.  

Install the appliance on the ceiling, a minimum of 10 cm (4 '') from a wall, 
or on a wall at a distance of 10 to 30 cm (4 '' to 12 '') from the ceiling.  

Install the smoke alarm at a distance of 40 inches (100 cm) from a fan, air 
conditioner, outlet or air return. The air movement caused by these devices 
can hamper the proper functioning of the smoke alarm.  

Make sure that there is no obstruction in the potential trajectory of the 
smoke towards the alarm. For example, install the smoke alarm on the lo-
west part of a beam and not between the beams where the smoke may not 
travel.  

Transport your alarm in your luggage if your cabin is not heated, it is not 
designed to withstand temperatures below 4 degrees or above 38 degrees 
Celsius.  

Verify the smoke alarm upon your return from holidays or after an ab-
sence of more than 7 days. The weak battery signal is not normally heard 
more than a week. 

Smoke alarms Did you know that 
prevention starts 
here…? 

Every year, almost 400 human 
caused forest fires occur in 
Quebec. Please do your part to 
help protect our forests. 



Open fires are permitted in the unorganized territories of the Pontiac MRC 
and the Vallée-de-la-Gatineau MRC provided that the following rules are 
followed: 

The fire must be on mineral soil and demarcated by non-combustible ma-
terials. 

The fire must not have a surface area larger than 1 square meter and must 
not be higher than 1 meter. 

The fire must not be located within 
10 meters of a woodlot or a building 
and must not be lit under a tree. 

The person in charge of the fire 
must monitor the fire at all times and 
ensure that the fire is completely ex-
tinguished before leaving the pre-
mises. 

Open fires are prohibited when winds exceed 20 km/h and when a fire 
ban is issued by a competent authority. 

Fires used to clean a property to eli-
minate such materials as dry hay, 
straw, dry grass, piles of wood, 
brush, branches or shrubs, slash or 
other fuels are prohibited at all 
times. 

Outdoor burning 

Open fires 

Prohibited! 

A few simple precautions are enough to enjoy the warmth and comfort of 
your wood stove or your fireplace worry-free. Without precautionary mea-
sures, the beautiful comforting flames could quickly turn into a devastating 

fire. You can avoid hazardous 
situations such as chimney fires 
by adopting adequate safety mea-
sures. Here are some good tips 
for burning safely:  

 

The chimney and connecting 
pipes must be in good condition 
and be cleaned at least once a 
year. 

Use only dry wood and do not 
burn your household garbage. 

Each stove must have its own 
chimney. 

The chimney must extend 2 
feet above the roof or the 
highest point within a radius of 
10 feet from the chimney.  

The chimney must be 2 inches 
or more away from any combus-
tible material. 

Use firestop radiation shields 
when the chimney passes 
through a combustible wall.  

It is recommended to install a 
chimney cap with a spark arrester to protect the surrounding area. 

The chimney 



If you have a wood burning fireplace or appliance, make sure that the ins-
tallation complies with the manufacturer's standards, that it is safe to use, 
and that it is serviced regularly. 

Use only devices that have been approved by a recognized organization 
(CSA, ULC, WH, etc.). 

Your appliance must be installed on a non-combustible floor that extends 
18 inches to the front and 8 inches to the back and sides of the appliance.  

There must be no storage of combustible materials within 60 inches of 
your appliance (wood, clothing, furniture, etc.).  

The total length of the stovepipe must not exceed 10 feet in length or 
exhibit a bend of more than 90 degrees.  

The combustible material clearance around the stovepipe should be 18 
inches for a single wall pipe, 9 inches for a double wall pipe and 6 inches 

for a double wall vented pipe.  

Ashes removed from the appliance must be 
stored in covered metal containers and placed 
on a non-combustible floor, away from combus-
tible materials. 

Wood burning furnace or stove 

Safety precautions 

The SOPFEU recommends the use of a 
fireplace equipped with a suitable spark ar-
rester when making a fire either in the fo-
rest or in the vicinity. Fires lit in fireplaces 
with wire fencing comprised of holes less 
than 1cm are permitted, even when an open 
fire ban is in place. However, always verify 
what municipal regulations are in effect. 

If you are allowed to light a campfire, 

Don’t skip a step ! 

Safety first 

Recommended! 



Propane is a practical and safe source of energy, subject to certain basic 
safety rules. It is important to know the properties of this gas and to en-
sure that the installation of the propane appliance is adequate. Propane 
cylinders must be stored outdoors at all times. 

To prevent spillage and breakage, bottles must be installed on a solid, 
level and waterproof base resting on a well-packed surface.  

Make sure that your installation is leak free by applying a soap solution 
to areas where propane may escape. 

The minimum compliance distance (according to the CAN/CSA-
B149.2 code for storage and handling of propane) of the cylinder:  

a) 3' (1 m) from a building opening (door, basement opening, window) 

b) 10' (3m) from an electricity meter 

c) 3' (1 m) from the outlet of the exhaust duct of a gas appliance 

d) 10' (3m) from an ignition source (electrical outlet, air conditioner, com-
pressor, heat pump, direct or mechanical air vent) 

Propane reservoir Protection through prevention! 
How to protect your property from forest fires 

Eliminate all debris un-
der your deck. 

Use building materials 
such as concrete or sheet 
metal. 

Store firewood at least 
10m away from the resi-
dence. 

Create a 10m fire break 
around the residence by 
pruning trees and land-
scaping surrounding 
fuels. 

Equip your chimney 
with a spark arrester. 

Are you 
Firesmart? 

To learn more, visit: 
www.firesmartcanada.ca 

The purpose of this Canadian pro-
gram is to create communities ca-
pable of living in an ecosystem where 
forest fires are present and in turn, 
able to withstand their effects. It pro-
poses actions to mitigate risks in areas 
surrounding the dwelling and its im-
mediate vicinity. 
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